
 

 
|    Licensing, Ordination, Commissioning 

 
First West will license, ordain and commission individuals for ministry in accordance with the church’s 
Constitution and Bylaws and Statement of Faith. Bylaw Article III states that licensing, ordination and 
commissioning: “…shall be under the authority of the church and the joint leadership of the Lead Pastor 
and the Deacon Fellowship.” First West defines the purpose and procedure for these items as follows: 
 
Licensing 
Purpose. To be granted to those who are responding to God’s call on their life into full-time Pastoral 
ministry. This will be done as a precursor to ordination and would be viewed as a type of “Pastor in 
training.” It may also be granted to one who requires certification to accomplish the work of ministry; 
i.e.  prison chaplaincy, preaching opportunities when pursuing full-time ministry positions. 
 
Procedure. Recommendation made to the Lead Pastor’s office. The Lead Pastor and his assigned 
representative(s) will meet with the candidate to hear testimony and God’s call into ministry. When 
licensing an individual, the church is giving their endorsement for the individual to preach. The Lead 
Pastor will then make a recommendation as to whether to bring the candidate’s name before the 
Deacon Fellowship for a vote of affirmation. It will take Deacon Fellowship action to grant a license to 
preach. 
 
Pastoral Ordination 
Purpose. To be granted to those who are in, or being called to, full-time Pastoral Ministry. Pastoral 
ordination may be granted to one who requires ordination to pursue an immediate full-time position. It 
may also be granted to one who is a Bi-vocational Pastor. 
 
Procedure. Request made to the Lead Pastor’s office. Once the Lead Pastor determines pastoral 
ordination is appropriate, he will ask for an ordination council to be convened for the purpose of hearing 
testimony, God’s call into ministry and knowledge of Bible doctrine and practices. The council will then 
make recommendation as to whether to bring the candidate before the Deacon Fellowship for a vote of 
affirmation. It will take Deacon Fellowship action to grant ordination. 
 
Commissioning 
Purpose. To be granted to those who are in full-time ministry and/or positions other than Pastoral 
Ministry; i.e. missionaries, women or men in leadership ministry roles. The commission will allow the 
individual to perform sacerdotal (ministerial) duties in certain situations. 
 
Procedure. Recommendation made to the Lead Pastor’s office. The Lead Pastor and his assigned 
representative(s) will meet with the candidate to hear testimony and God’s call into ministry. The Lead 
Pastor will then make a recommendation as to whether to bring the candidate’s name before the 
Deacon Fellowship for a vote of affirmation. It will take Deacon Fellowship action to grant a commission. 
 
Recognizing Other Church Certificates 
First West will consider licenses, ordination certificates and commissions given by other churches who 
share common theology, beliefs and faith traditions to our own. The Lead Pastor and Senior Lead Team 
will make a final determination to accept or reject certifications provided by other churches. 


